Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 150 K; mean (C-C) = 0.008 Å; R factor = 0.056; wR factor = 0.142; data-to-parameter ratio = 15.5. 
The central Ni atom in the title compound, [Ni(C 29 
Experimental
Crystal data [Ni(C 29 1990 , Popkov et al., 2010 . In the search for efficient and cheap radiotracers new approaches employing ω-labelled amino acids are being developed (Bourdier et al., 2011) . We published the first structure of a complex bearing a hydroxy group in ω-position of the amino acid fragment side chain (Popkov et al., 2008) , which was used for MP2 modelling and topological QTAIM analysis of reactivity of the complexes in alkylation reactions (Popkov & Breza, 2010 
which is a candidate for charge density measurement. Structures of the two diastereomers differ a lot. Like in complexes derived from quaternary α-amino acids (Langer et al., 2007) in the SR-diastereomer steric repulsion of the benzyl group and the side chain is very strong. It compensates steric factors which distort the coordination plane of the SS-complex and the SR-complex is approaching an ideal square-planar coordination. Unlike the SS -diastereomer where the hydrogen bond O4-H4AW···O3 is intramolecular, in the SR-complex a bond O2-H2···O3 is intermolecular. In both diastereomers the benzyl group is in apical position towards the nickel atom. N', N'', O} nickel(II) was chromatographically isolated as the minor diastereomer (4% yield) in the synthesis of {2-[(S)-({2- et al., 2008) . Crystals suitable for X-ray diffraction were prepared by crystallization from toluene-methanol (2:1)
by slow evaporation at room temperature.
Refinement
All hydrogen atoms were discernible in the difference electron density map. However, all hydrogen atoms were situated into [
Crystal data [Ni(C 29 
Special details
Geometry. All esds (except the esd in the dihedral angle between two l.s. planes) are estimated using the full covariance matrix. The cell esds are taken into account individually in the estimation of esds in distances, angles and torsion angles; correlations between esds in cell parameters are only used when they are defined by crystal symmetry. An approximate (isotropic) treatment of cell esds is used for estimating esds involving l.s. planes.
Refinement. Refinement of F 2 against ALL reflections. The weighted R-factor wR and goodness of fit S are based on F 2 , conventional R-factors R are based on F, with F set to zero for negative F 2 . The threshold expression of F 2 > 2sigma(F 2 ) is used only for calculating R-factors(gt) etc. and is not relevant to the choice of reflections for refinement. R-factors based on F 2 are statistically about twice as large as those based on F, and R-factors based on ALL data will be even larger. 
Fractional atomic coordinates and isotropic or equivalent isotropic displacement parameters (Å
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